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Conclusions about intensive monitoring and demonstration sites:   
 

• Support information requirements for implementing programs such as Reducing Emissions from 

Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+). 

• Enable communities to receive payments for ecosystem services such as reduced carbon emissions or 

improved forest management.   

• Valuable for validating state and national estimates from satellite remote sensing and the national 

forest inventory.  

• Provide parameters for forest models that support strategic management analysis, and support student 

training and graduate projects.  

• Comparison among sites can ensure harmonization of approaches and data, and facilitate sharing of 

experiences and knowledge among countries.   

• It is a significant challenge to establish and maintain each site over the long term, but this network can 

have a positive impact on the world’s climate and help sustain healthy forests worldwide. 
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Objectives and main outputs from Intensive monitoring sites: 
 

1. Emission factors - these can be calculated for specific and important ecosystems, and 

for activities or disturbances, based on field observations. 

2. Model parameters - field data is used for the development of parameters needed by 

ecosystem models and remote sensing approaches. 

3. Validation - intensive sites are ideal for landscape-scale validation of estimates and 

maps produced by remote sensing and ecosystem models. 

4. Demonstration - intensive sites are places for the development or demonstration of 

methods, and supporting the needs of national inventories and community MRV. 

5. Forest management - intensive sites represent important types of landscapes, and  

associated studies can develop "best management practices" for wider applications.  


